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Abstract
This research examines the narrators of Musnad al-Imam al-A ‘zam compiled by al-
Harithi, focusing on the critical evaluations of hadith scholars regarding their
reliability. The Musnad holds a significant position among the early sources that
transmit the narrations of Imam Abu Hanifa; however, several narrators within its
chains have been subject to severe criticism. Some were accused of fabricating hadiths,
lying, or having weak memory, while others were regarded as truthful and trustworthy.
The study begins with an overview of the science of al-jarh wa al-ta 'dil (criticism and
accreditation of narrators), followed by an introduction to al-Harithi and his Musnad.
It then investigates in detail the major controversial narrators such as Ahmad b. ‘Abd
Allah al-Kindi, Yunus b. Bukayr, ‘Abd Allah b. Wagqid al-Harrani, Shu ‘ayb b. Ayyub,
Nu ‘aym b. Hammad, Abii Muqatil Hafs b. Sulaym, and Mugqatil b. Sulayman. The study
presents the statements of hadith critics, analyzes the causes of their judgments, and
provides scholarly responses to these objections. The findings indicate that while some
reports in the Musnad are weak or unreliable, a considerable portion is transmitted
through trustworthy narrators and thus remains valid for use. This research highlights
the methodological differences among the hadith critics and concludes that the
acceptance or rejection of narrators requires a detailed, case-by-case evaluation
rather than sweeping generalizations.
Keywords
Musnad al-Imam al-A zam; al-Harithi; Abii Hanifa; hadith criticism; narrator
reliability; al-jarh wa al-ta ‘dil; Islamic scholarship
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