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Abstract
This article examines the symbolic presence of the doll in Mazharul Islam’s short stories and its
relation to affect theory. Affect theory emphasizes that before meaning or interpretation emerges, the
reader first experiences certain bodily intensities and emotional vibrations such as fear, wonder,
grief, or tenderness—that shape the entire act of reading. In other words, affect is the pre conscious
intensity felt in the body, while emotion is its socially and linguistically framed form.
By applying this framework, the study analyzes three key stories of Mazharul Islam Guriya ka Zaicha,
Guriya ki Aankh se Sheher ko Dekho, and Guhar sy door aik gurya. In Guriya ka Zaicha, the doll
maker’s obsessive passion and his tragic suicide highlight how affective investment in creation can
lead to despair and disillusionment. In Guriya ki Aankh se Sheher ko Dekho, the doll becomes a lens
through which memory, estrangement, and urban alienation are affectively experienced by the reader.
The story Guriya itself presents the doll as a symbol of innocence and abandonment, intensifying
feelings of loss and forgotten attachments.
Together, these narratives demonstrate how the figure of the doll becomes an affective medium that
unsettles and moves the reader even before interpretation. Mazharul Islam’s fiction thus transforms
from a representational discourse into a deeply experiential canvas, where affect precedes meaning
and the reader participates through sensations as much as through thought.
Keywords: Mazharul Islam, affect theory, doll symbolism, Urdu short story, emotion and intensity,
existential crisis.
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Affect theory is a framework in literary and cultural studies that emphasizes
the role of emotions and bodily responses in shaping human experiences and
interactions. It explores how feelings are connected to social contexts,
identities, and power dynamics, offering insights into the ways literature and
art can evoke emotional reactions and influence viewers' perceptions. 1
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“Reason without affect would be impotent, affect without reason would be
blind.”2
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“The most pleasant, original wordless version,
which stayed slightly above the emotional. And
it was the emotional version that was best remembered.”4
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"An emotion is a subjective content, the socio linguistic fixing of the quality
of an experience which is from that point onward defined as personal.
Emotion is qualified intensity, the conventional, consensual point of insertion
of intensity into semantically and semiotically formed progressions, into
narrative sizable action, reaction circuits, into function and meaning. It is
intensity owned and recognized. It is crucial to theorize the difference
between affect and emotion5"
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So emotionality as a claim about a subject or a collective is clearly dependent
on relations of power,
which endow ‘others” with meaning and value. In this book, I do not want to
think about emotionality as a characteristic of bodies, whether individual or

collective"6
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If the contact with an object generates feeling, then emotion and sensation

cannot be easily separated. A common way of describing the relation

between them is as a form of company"7
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