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Abstract:
This paper investigates the critical approach of the modern religious skeptic scholars towards the authenticity of

Hadith. According to the perspective of the Modern thinkers, Quran is the only authentic source of Islamic law and
they undermine the authenticity and validity of hadith, its compilation and documentation. But the traditional religious
scholars counter this notion as an absurd and chaotic one and they working on the refutation of the denial of hadith.
They argued that hadith is the core source to understand and follow the Divine commandments. Furthmore, the
preservation and compilation of hadith is a transparent and authentic process which makes it well-documented fact to
be followed to understand Quran since prophetic era to the present times. This research, in the context of the above
facts, critically and analytically examines and counter the arguments of the modern thinkers about the denial of hadith.
This research presents the scholary arguments by many well known scholars to prove the authenticity of hadith.
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“It seems that the contemporary scholars (Hadith criticism) agree that the result from
classical Hadith criticism is not fully adequate; finally, there are some of them have an
extreme thought and reject all Hadiths and only use the Qur’an as the only one guidance
for the Moslems. As for the popular and optimistic insight that the valid Hadith can be
rediscovered by correcting classical Hadith criticism such as checking the contents of the
Hadith (matan) by implementing the principles created by the Hadith scholars,

completing and implementing them consistently.”*
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*Erwin Hafid, Mahmuddin, Criticism Of Hadith Authenticity On Contemporary Islamic
Thinkers, Journal of Islam and Science, Vol 9, No. 2, July-December 2022, pp. 119-126
Available online http:/journal.uin-alauddin.ac.id/index.php/jis
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“Because of its important position as the second source of Islamic teachings, hadith has
been subject of study by Muslim scholars since the era of the Companion. After the
widespreading of hadith forgery following the fitnah, Muslim scholars have developed
method to determine authentic hadiths from the forged ones. Their method is called ‘ulim

al-hadith that is consists of isnad and matn criticism. Despite the critics of many modern
scholars that traditional ‘uliim al-hadith only cares about isnad, it has been proven that

matn criticism has played important rule in hadith authentication since the early period™®.
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