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ARABIC INFLUENCE ON URDU MARSIYA
(WITH REFERENCE TO MIR ANIS AND MIRZA DABEER)
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Abstract

Marsiya, as a literary genre in Urdu, holds a significant place in classical poetry,
primarily focusing on elegies written to commemorate the martyrdom of Imam Hussain (A.S.)
and his companions in the tragedy of Karbala. The roots of Marsiya, however, can be traced back
to Arabic poetry, where elegiac expressions emerged from the deeply embedded tribal culture of
pride, valor, and mourning. This article explores the influence of classical Arabic elegiac and
rajaz poetry on Urdu Marsiya, with particular reference to the celebrated marsiya writers Mir
Anis and Mirza Dabeer.

This study highlights how Mir Anis and Dabeer inherited and transformed the Arabic
stylistic and thematic features into the rich, Persianized idiom of Urdu. Anis’s powerful rajaz
verses echo the Arabic tradition, combining rhetorical force with poetic elegance. Through
comparative analysis, the article demonstrates how the pain, pathos, and ethical grandeur of
Karbala were artistically enriched by this cross-cultural literary inheritance. Ultimately, the
Arabic tradition provided Urdu Marsiya a classical framework that elevated its spiritual and
emotional resonance.

Keywords: Urdu Marsiya, Arabic Poetry, Rajaz, Mir Anis, Mirza Dabeer, Karbala,
Islamic Literary Traditions, Cross-Cultural Poetic Exchange.
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