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Abstract  
The unconditional acceptance of the witches' prophecies causes Macbeth to commit fatal errors. His misconception 

about the invulnerable power of the second prophecy makes him believe that no enemy can threaten him until he 

learns that Macduff was born via cesarean section. Under the belief that he is "untouchable," Macbeth receives a 

shock when he discovers that Macduff did not come into existence through birth from a woman, challenging his false 

sense of security (Bloom, 2007). In this moment, fate reveals its unpredictable nature and exposes the dangerous 

illusion of controlling destiny. 

Fate, however, is only a partial factor in Macbeth’s downfall. His flawed interpretation of the witches' predictions 

contributes significantly to his tragic end. As L.C. Knights suggests, the witches offer Macbeth possibilities rather 

than certainties, and it is his own ambition and decisions that activate the tragic chain of events (Knights, 1933). 

Macbeth's choice to embrace the visions without skepticism leads him to destructive actions driven more by internal 

desire than external compulsion. The tragedy thus illustrates how fate, when misunderstood or manipulated, can 

become a dangerous tool for justifying unethical behavior. Macbeth fails to recognize that individual choices—

rather than supernatural design—ultimately determine his destiny, a misunderstanding that costs him his life (Kott, 

1967; French, 1985). 

Keywords: Macbeth, fate, free will, prophecy, Shakespeare, witches, ambition, destiny, tragic 

downfall, Lady Macbeth, supernatural, moral choice. 

2. Introduction 

The unconditional acceptance of the witches' prophecies causes Macbeth to commit fatal errors. 

His misconception about the invulnerable power of the second prophecy makes him believe that 

no enemy can threaten him until he learns that Macduff was born via cesarean section. Under the 

belief that he is "untouchable," Macbeth receives a shock when he realizes that Macduff did not 

come into existence through a natural birth. This moment demonstrates fate‘s unpredictable 

nature and highlights the misleading concept of attempting to control destiny. 

Fate is only a partial factor in Macbeth‘s downfall, as his flawed interpretations of the witches‘ 

predictions and his subsequent decisions contribute significantly to his demise. Upon hearing the 

witches‘ visions, Macbeth chooses to accept and act upon them, initiating a tragic chain of 

events. The end result illustrates how fate can become a dangerous source when misused by 
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individuals seeking power, and how a failure to understand the importance of individual agency 

can lead to personal ruin (Bloom, 2007; Knights, 1933). 

William Shakespeare‘s Macbeth, one of the most celebrated tragedies in Western literature, 

intricately explores themes of ambition, guilt, the supernatural, and fate. The tension between 

destiny and free will becomes a central theme, as the play raises the question of whether 

Macbeth‘s actions are predetermined or self-initiated. The witches‘ initial prophecy—that 

Macbeth will become Thane of Cawdor and then King of Scotland—ignites his ambition and 

prompts him to pursue a dangerous and self-destructive path (Bloom, 2007; Kott, 1967). 

In Macbeth, fate becomes difficult to interpret as it merges with the characters‘ personal 

ambitions and moral choices. The witches may provide a glimpse into the future, but it is the 

individual decisions of Macbeth and Lady Macbeth that bring the prophecies to life. This 

dynamic raises the fundamental question of whether characters truly control their futures or are 

subject to external supernatural forces (Nuttall, 1985). 

This study investigates how Macbeth interacts with fate, particularly through his relationships 

with Lady Macbeth and the witches. By exploring how Shakespeare presents fate as something 

both revealed and manipulated by human ambition, the research evaluates the extent to which 

Macbeth‘s downfall is the product of predestined fate or free will (French, 1985; West, 1970; 

Knights, 1933) 

3. Literature Review 

 

Throughout centuries scholars have intensely analyzed Macbeth by William Shakespeare 

because of how it addresses fate together with free will alongside supernatural elements. 

Multiple scholars throughout the years have argued about how much Macbeth's deeds are 

governed by the fated predictions from witches or how many stem from his ambitious decisions 

and actions. This part examines previously published studies about fate and free will elements in 

Macbeth by discussing major interpretations before the present research takes place. 

 

3.1 Fate and Free Will in Shakespeare’s Tragedies 

Several literary scholars have conducted studies about fate as a central pattern throughout 

Shakespeare's tragic works. The tragic conclusion of Romeo and Juliet arises through a fate that 

overwhelms the characters and which many call "star-crossed." Every omen leading to Caesar's 

death in Julius Caesar boosts the story's thematic weight yet characters maintain free agency to 

propel the narrative. Literary critic A.D. Nuttall explains that Shakespeare develops characters 

who must make choices between their destiny and independence which causes their failure to 

comprehend their complex situation leading to their final downfall (Nuttall, 1985). 

Within Macbeth the symbolism of fate versus free will reaches highest prominence when 

Macbeth chooses to act based on the unclear prophetic predictions of the witches. According to 

Harold Bloom Macbeth falls victim to his horrible imagination because it makes him believe in 

the witches' prophecies regarding his ascension to power and he makes devastating choices 

because of it (Bloom, 2007). Bloom argues that the way Macbeth understands fate causes his 

decline without reference to any predestined conclusion. 
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The witches' role in the play has gained varied critical interpretations according to L.C. Knights 

and other analysts. Knights asserts that the witches supply Macbeth with potential choices that he 

allocates into reality by his decisions (Knights, 1933). From this perspective the witches become 

crucial moments that show Macbeth his fate while giving him the option to choose paths that end 

in destruction. 

 

3.2 Macbeth’s Character and Ambition 

Through the representation of Macbeth the play examines how free choice encounters destiny. 

Macbeth's unquenchable ambition serves as a vital cause which led to his downfall according to 

scholars who observe his control-seeking behavior throughout the play. In his well-known piece 

Shakespeare Our Contemporary Jan Kott details how Macbeth illustrates contemporary human 

beings' experiences with power and the aftermath of pursuing personal desires to control destiny 

(Kott, 1967). According to Kott Macbeth chooses to kill King Duncan as part of his ambition to 

break free from ordained fate so he can create his own destiny. 

Belington stresses that Macbeth's behavior results from psychological problems rather than 

ambition alone. Belington demonstrates how Macbeth preserves knowledge of the witch 

prophecies despite his ambition controlling his understanding of fate. The invincibility belief 

which grows stronger within Macbeth following the second prophecy guaranteeing his safety 

from all male opponents proves fatal to him (Belington, 2004). 

 

3.3 Lady Macbeth’s Influence 

Various scholars examine Lady Macbeth's influence on Macbeth's views about destiny and his 

decision-making process. Marilyn French among other scholars maintains that Lady Macbeth 

provides the primary impetus for the actions committed by her husband at first. According to 

French Lady Macbeth drives Macbeth to assassinate Duncan by undermining his confidence and 

through persistent manipulation of his masculine identity (French, 1985). Through this 

perspective Lady Macbeth demonstrates that human agency particularly ambition and desire can 

make someone enact choices which steer them along once seemingly destined directions. 

Rebecca West along with other academics examine how Lady Macbeth battles with guilt and 

confronts her own destiny. In West's view Lady Macbeth initially supports the belief in seizing 

power over destiny using action although she later suffers from the mental trauma resulting from 

her decisions until her fatal end (West, 1970). Throughout the play the characters demonstrate 

that their attempts to manage their destinies end in tragic consequences. 

 

4. Conclusion of Literature Review 

 

Various scholars studying Macbeth have generated multiple interpretations about the relationship 

between fate and free will by comparing the witches as an inevitable force to human 

determination in shaping the final outcome. Most experts agree that Shakespeare employs 

supernatural elements as a framework to study human nature in spite of their differing views 

about Macbeth's fate-driven actions. The research explores how Macbeth's battle with destiny 

alongside his desire to conquer his destiny results in his tragic downfall. This research 
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investigates the three-way interplay between the witches‘ prophecies and both Macbeth‘s 

ambition and Lady Macbeth‘s influence to present a modern interpretation of the fate-free will 

tension in the play. 

 

5. Methodology 

This research employs a qualitative, interpretive methodology to examine the role of fate and the 

conflict between free will and predestination in William Shakespeare‘s Macbeth. The primary 

method is close textual analysis, focused on key scenes and dialogues that expose the central 

tension between fate and personal agency (Bloom, 2007; Knights, 1933). The characters of 

Macbeth, Lady Macbeth, and the Three Witches are given particular attention, as they are 

instrumental in constructing the thematic core of the play regarding supernatural influence and 

individual choice. 

The selected passages are thematically categorized under major ideas including: the supernatural, 

moral responsibility, guilt, ambition, fate, and prophecy. The analysis draws on literary 

interpretations by scholars such as Harold Bloom, who argues that Macbeth‘s downfall is shaped 

by his imaginative response to the witches‘ words (Bloom, 2007), and L.C. Knights, who sees 

the witches as catalysts for Macbeth‘s internal desires (Knights, 1933). Further consideration is 

given to how Lady Macbeth‘s manipulation, as analyzed by Marilyn French, influences 

Macbeth‘s belief in seizing fate through action (French, 1985). 

To enhance the textual analysis, this study also incorporates historical and cultural 

contextualization, particularly focusing on Elizabethan beliefs about predestination, divine order, 

and Renaissance humanism (Nuttall, 1985). These frameworks help to better understand the 

worldview in which Macbeth was written and how that context informs the depiction of fate and 

free will in the play. 

This study examines the role of fate and the conflict between free will and predestination in 

William Shakespeare's Macbeth using a qualitative, interpretive methodology. The main 

technique employed is close textual analysis, with an emphasis on significant passages and 

conversations that emphasize the tension between fate and free will. The characters of Macbeth, 

Lady Macbeth, and the Three Witches receive special emphasis since they are crucial in forming 

the moral and philosophical quandaries of the story. The chosen passages are grouped 

thematically under key ideas including the supernatural, moral responsibility, guilt, fate, and 

prophecy. To enhance the interpretation, the essay also places the play in its historical and 

cultural background, focusing on Elizabethan views on predestination, fate, and divine order. 

Renaissance humanism's components. 

 

6. Analysis 
The prophetic messages from witches occupy a central position in Macbeth to study how fate 

influences the characters. The witches reveal to Macbeth through prophecy that he will gain the 

positions of Thane of Cawdor followed by King of Scotland. The witches leave their prophecies 

purposely vague as well as cryptic for people to decipher in multiple ways. Through their 

predictions the witches provide data that seems both to mark a planned destiny and open a range 

of achievable outcomes. According to L.C. Knights and other critics the witches merely offer 
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Macbeth information that reveals his latent ambition so he could pursue his own desire of 

shaping his destiny. 

Through their foretelling the witches produce an impression that makes destiny seem 

unavoidable. In the beginning Macbeth doubts the witches' predictions regarding his ascension to 

the kingship because he finds it impossible to understand how he could become king. When 

Macbeth gains the Thane of Cawdor title he immediately sees the first prophecy fulfill leading 

him to accept full witches‘ powers. The prophetic event starts reshaping his belief about destiny 

because he accepts the prophecy as a natural fact which validates his aggressive behavior against 

achieving the second prophecy. After focusing exclusively on his royal destiny Macbeth begins 

to lose sight of his capacity to control his behavior and chooses actions which stunt his ascent to 

the throne. 

 

6.1 Lady Macbeth's Influence on Macbeth's Perception of Fate 

The direction Lady Macbeth provides for Macbeth‘s destiny stands as essential at every turn. 

Lady Macbeth leads him toward executing Duncan and taking power by using witchcraft 

predictions. Lady Macbeth challenges Macbeth's bravery from the beginning by both questioning 

his characteristics of male bravado and his wish for advancement. According to Lady Macbeth 

shows too much kindness to accomplish his prophesied destiny so she strives to incite him 

towards taking action. Because Lady Macbeth's ambitions match those of the witches' prophecy 

she serves as a leading force in driving Macbeth towards his position as king. 

Lady Macbeth's advancing tactics transform her husband into a person who believes destiny 

requires active pursuit. The witches inspired Macbeth with thoughts of kingship but Lady 

Macbeth acted as the force that compelled him to take action. Through their relationship 

Macbeth and Lady Macbeth demonstrate the concept of human agency. When Macbeth decided 

to follow Lady Macbeth's suggestion of carrying out the witches' prophecy he allowed his 

determination to fulfill ambition to override his notion of fate. He makes deliberate decisions to 

grab power at all costs though it damages both his character and his basic human nature. 

Through the story Lady Macbeth meets decisive opposition to her control over Macbeth. Her 

advancing sense of guilt from the play's beginning causes her to fall apart emotionally. Her 

madness shows the extreme psychological impact from what they have done together. In the 

beginning Lady Macbeth endorsed murdering to command fate while she committed to killings 

yet she faced her practical predicament because of these decisions. 

 

6.2 The Tragic Consequences of Believing in Fate 

The unconditional acceptance of the witches' prophecies causes Macbeth to commit fatal errors. 

His misconception about the invulnerable power of the second prophecy makes him think 

enemies cannot threaten him until he learns Macduff was born via cesarean section. Under the 

belief he is "untouchable" Macbeth receives a shock when he learns that Macduff did not come 

into existence through birth from a woman. During this instant fate shows its unpredictable 

nature along with proving the misleading concept of controlling destiny. 

Fate is only one partial factor in Macbeth‘s downfall since his flawed interpretations of these 

predictions contribute to his downfall. When the witches reveal their prophecies to Macbeth his 
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subsequent choices to accept those visions drive him toward his tragic downfall. The tragic end 

illustrates how fate can become a dangerous source which people misuse to perform wrong 

things. Macbeth fails to understand that individual choices are responsible for his destiny which 

prevents him from using free will to stay alive. 

 

6.3 The Tragic Consequences of Believing in Fate 

The unconditional acceptance of the witches' prophecies causes Macbeth to commit fatal errors. 

His misconception about the invulnerable power of the second prophecy makes him think 

enemies cannot threaten him until he learns Macduff was born via cesarean section. Under the 

belief he is "untouchable" Macbeth receives a shock when he learns that Macduff did not come 

into existence through birth from a woman. During this instant fate shows its unpredictable 

nature along with proving the misleading concept of controlling destiny. 

Fate is only one partial factor in Macbeth‘s downfall since his flawed interpretations of these 

predictions contribute to his downfall. When the witches reveal their prophecies to Macbeth his 

subsequent choices to accept those visions drive him toward his tragic downfall. The tragic end 

illustrates how fate can become a dangerous source which people misuse to perform wrong 

things. Macbeth fails to understand that individual choices are responsible for his destiny which 

prevents him from using free will to stay alive. 
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