AL-AASAR Journal Vol. 3, No.2 (2026)
Quarterly Research Journal Online ISSN: 3006-693X
www. al-aasar.com Print ISSN: 3006-6921

g FndBFial S SE Lty LESST)
The Wisdom Behind the Mention of Animals in the Holy Qur'an: Intellectual, Moral,
and Symbolic Dimensions

Ubaid Ur Rehman, PhD Scholar, Islamic Studies, Alhamd Islamic University, Islamabad,
Email: urrehman.007@gmail.com ORCID: https.//orcid.org/0009-0003-1067-1588
Dr Sami Ul haq, Professor , Alhamd Islamic University, Email: dr.sami@alhamd.pk

Abstract:

This research article explores the profound theological, intellectual, and teleological wisdom underlying the
mention of animals in the Holy Quran- Moving beyond superficial biological accounts or simple allegorical
devices, the Quranic discourse strategically utilizes the animal kingdom as empirical, observable evidence
to substantiate the core doctrines of monotheism (Tawhid), divine providence (Rububiyyah), and absolute
divine knowledge- Through a textual and analytical evaluation of classical and contemporary exegeses—
including the authoritative works of Imam al-Razi, al-Tabari, al-Qurtubi, and Allamah Tabataba'i—this
study demonstrates how structural biological dualities, avian flock dynamics, and the instinctual socio-
behavioral order of various species serve as manifest signs of a singular, omnipotent Creator- The paper
contextualizes these natural phenomena within the broader Quranic framework of cosmic harmony,
illustrating that the physical laws governing animal life are direct reflections of divine volition rather than
autonomous natural processes-

Furthermore, the study delves into the moral, psychological, and ecological dimensions of Quranic animal
imagery, where specific behavioral traits are employed as ethical benchmarks to critique and refine human
nature- By drawing archetypal comparisons between animal instincts and human behavioral degradation—
such as the loss of spiritual intellect reducing humans to a state below that of cattle—the Quran establishes
a profound pedagogical framework for self-reckoning and psycho-spiritual cultivation- Concurrently, the
depiction of animals as distinct, organized communities (Umam) underscores a comprehensive Islamic
ecological philosophy rooted in cosmic equilibrium and systemic justice- The research concludes that the
Quranic depiction of the animal kingdom functions as an intellectual and moral mirror for humanity,
prompting mankind to honor its existential role as the divine vicegerent (Khalifah) by maintaining ethical
moderation, environmental stewardship, and justice across the shared terrestrial ecosystem-
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