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Abstract:

This research paper presents a comprehensive and analytical exploration of the evolutionary trajectory of
the Urdu language, tracing its historical transitions through various nomenclature from Hindavi to Urdu.
Language is an organic entity that does not emerge overnight through royal decrees, rather, it is the
byproduct of centuries of socio-cultural synthesis. This study highlights how the shifting names of Urdu—
including Hindavi, Hindi, Dehlavi, Gujri, Dakhni, Rekhta, and ultimately Urdu—are not mere semantic
labels but distinct markers of its geographical, political, and sociological journey across the Indian
subcontinent.

The central thesis argues that Urdu's journey represents a transition from a raw, colloquial lingua franca
of the masses to a highly sophisticated courtly and literary language. Drawing upon rigorous linguistic and
textual evidence, the paper examines the formative contributions of Sufi saints and early literary giants,
most notably Amir Khusrau, in bridging Persian prosody with indigenous vernaculars. Furthermore, the
paper evaluates the critical scholarship of Hafiz Mahmood Shiranvi regarding the Turkish origin of the
word 'Urdu' (meaning army or camp) and counter-balances it with the alternative linguistic paradigms
proposed by scholars like Allama I. 1. Kazi, who links its roots to Indo-European origins. Ultimately, the
study concludes that Urdu'’s enduring strength lies in its unparalleled linguistic assimilation and resilience,
maintaining its core cultural identity while gracefully absorbing diverse civilizational influences.
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