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Abstract

Although the concept of human rights has acquired a formal legal and international status in the modern
world, its roots are deeply embedded in human consciousness, civilizational development, and literary expression.
Urdu poetry—particularly the poetry of Faiz Ahmed Faiz—presents the idea of human rights not merely as a legal
construct but as a living human experience. This study examines the lexical and intellectual dimensions of the
notions of “right” and “human rights,” tracing their formation within diverse civilizational contexts. It further
analyzes the poetry of Faiz Ahmed Faiz as a significant intellectual text to demonstrate how literature contributes
to the formation, articulation, and expansion of human rights consciousness.
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Human rights are universal moral rights belonging equally to all people(4)”.
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“Human rights are protections of our normative agency(6)”.
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“All human beings are born free and equal in dignity and rights(12)”.
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“Human rights are the rights one has simply because one is a human
being(14)”.
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4. Maurice Cranston, Human Rights,Oxford University Press, 1973, p. 36.
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6. James Griffin, On Human Rights,Oxford University Press, 2008, p. 33.
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