x AL-AASAR Journal Vol. 3, No. 1 (2026)

N\ Quarterly Research Journal Online ISSN: 3006-693X
/ ® www. al-aasar.com Print ISSN: 3006-6921
oy’tg&ti Kl S i-tal 39 QU1 819 Ul o s b (2 4 s A1 BT
FREEDOM OF EXPRESSION AND RELIGIOUS SENSITIVITY:
A COMPARATIVE REVIEW OF INTERNATIONAL HUMAN RIGHTS AND
ISLAMIC TEACHINGS

Niaz Ali Shah

Department of Islamic Studies, Abdul Wali Khan University ,Mardan ,Pakistan
niazali.shah1985@gmail.com

Prof.Dr.Abzahir Khan

Department of Islamic Studies, Abdul Wali Khan University ,Mardan,Pakistan.
abzahir@awkum.edu.pk

Asst.Prof.Dr.Asif Saleem

Department of Political Science,Bacha Khan University Charsadda ,Pakistan
drasifsalim@bkuc.edu.pk

18 ST L3 L3P QUi 13 G 1F § ol AL NAPIGUT:OF olbr
Abstract
Every person on earth is connected to some belief or another, and in some cases, this connection
reaches the point of obsession. Given the sensitivity of religion, opinions about it should be
expressed carefully, ensuring that the religious and spiritual sentiments of others are not hurt.
In this context, where freedom of expression is a fundamental democratic right, what are its
limits? And under what circumstances is the expression of opinion considered valid? All these
matters constitute a highly sensitive topic. Therefore, the study discussed the definition and
limitation of freedom of expression, as well as their legal and social status, in addition to the
issues of religious sensitivity in which their legal status was explained. The study examines the
status of religious freedom and rights in the Universal Charter of Human Rights and how
international human rights organisations have developed and interpreted religious law.
Keywords: Freedom of Expression ,Religious Sensitivity, Sharia Laws , International Laws
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< FSL AUy P S ABIST U Word Book Encyclopedia
Freedom of speech as the right to speak out publicly or privately, the term covers all forms of
expression, including books, newspaper, magazines, radio, television, motion pictures and
electronic documents on computer networks.?
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Article 19 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR) states that everyone has the
right to freedom of expression and opinion. This includes the right to express opinions without
interference, and to access and share information and ideas. !>
Explanation
Article 19 of the UDHR protects the freedom to express oneself and hold opinions without
interference.
It also protects the freedom to access and share information and ideas through any media and
regardless of borders.
Freedom of expression is a fundamental human right.
The UDHR was adopted by the United Nations in 1948. It outlines 30 rights and freedoms that
are the foundation for international human rights law.
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Article 11 of EU

1..Everyone has the right to freedom of expression. This right shall include freedom to hold
opinions and to receive and impart information and ideas without interference by public
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authority and regardless of frontiers. This article shall not prevent States from requiring the
licensing of broadcasting, television or cinema enterprises.

2. .The exercise of these freedoms, since it carries with it duties and responsibilities, may be
subject to such formalities, conditions, restrictions or penalties as are prescribed by law and are
necessary in a democratic society, in the interests of national security, territorial integrity or
public safety, for the prevention of disorder or crime, for the protection of health or morals, for
the protection of the reputation or rights of others, for preventing the disclosure of information
received in confidence, or for maintaining the authority and impartiality of the judiciary" '°.
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1. . Everyone shall have the right to hold opinions without interference.
2 . .Everyone shall have the right to freedom of expression; this right shall include freedom to
seek, receive and impart information and ideas of all kinds, regardless of frontiers, either orally,
in writing or in print, in the form of art, or through any other media of his choice.!”
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