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Sarus Cranes Have Flown Out of Their Dreams
From Time Travel, Dreams, and Fantasy to the Aesthetics of Super Realism
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Abstract:
This article examines Sarus Crane Have Flown Out of Their Dreams by Mazhar-ul-Islam through the
lenses of time traveling, dreams, fantasy, and the aesthetics of super-realism. It argues that time travel
in the novel is not governed by scientific mechanisms or technological logic, but unfolds as an inner,
existential journey shaped by memory, love, dreams, and spiritual inheritance. Dreams function not
merely as symbolic episodes but as active narrative forces that enable the crossing of temporal
boundaries, while fantasy operates as an extension of reality rather than an escape from it. Central
symbols such as the sarus crane, flight, the fallen feather, the tribe, and the antique store dismantle
linear time and bring past, present, and future into a single experiential continuum. The study
demonstrates that super-realism in this novel emerges from the fusion of dream, fantasy, and realiy,
revealing deeper truths of human consciousness and being. In this way, the novel stands as a distinctive
example in Urdu fiction of creative freedom, literary time travel, and super-realist aesthetics
Keywords: Mazhar-ul-Islam, Time Travel, Dreams, Fantasy, Super-Realism, Creative Freedom,

Memory, Love, Symbolism, Urdu Novel
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“Fantasy is a natural human activity. It does not destroy or even insult Reason
and it does not either blunt the appetite for, nor obscure the perception of; scientific verity.” 2
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"Superrealism was trying to express something above and beyond ordinary reality. "3
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“Imagination invents more than things and dramas; it invents new life.” 5
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“Fantasy, imaginative fiction that relies on strangeness of setting
(such as other worlds or times) and of characters (such as supernatural or unnatural beings”6
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Fantasy is a genre of speculative fiction that involves
supernatural or magical elements, often including completely
imaginary realms and creatures.”
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2:Tolkien,J. R. R, On Fairy—-Stories, London: George Allen & Unwin, 1947

http st/ [www. goodreads. com/ quotes/ 973109 -fantasy-is—a-natural-human-activity-it-certainly-does-not

3¢ httpst//dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/super—realism

5:Baudrillard, Jean<Simulacra and Simulation<Ann Arbor: University of Michigan Press, 1994.
Quotedin:Goodreads,https://www.goodreads.com/quotes/search?q=the+rea1+is+n0+10nger+what+it+used+t
ote

6: https!//www.britannica.com/ar’c/fantasy—narrative—genre

7 :https:/ / en.wikipedia.org/ wiki/ Fantasy#:~:text=Fantasy#20is#20a%20genre#20ofcompletely#20imaginary#2
Orealms”#20and”20creatures.
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