N AL-AASAR Journal Vol. 2, No. 3 (2025)

& Quarterly Research Journal Online ISSN: 3006-693X
/ www. al-aasar.com Print ISSN: 3006-6921

S PN O o G oy N €
The Symbolic Significance of Elements of Resistance in Ghalib’s
Poetry: A Critical and Research-Based Study

(S mJoLE s

e ug/u/:g‘fuséﬁjf SG el 2 g0 l(5 52
LA g

_ul"/@ :/nu‘_,gs‘yd).:"’&/,jg:é{ J’ém‘mug;uuu,ﬁ« }{/’u‘

Abstract

This paper offers a critical and historical analysis of the symbolic dimensions of
resistance in the poetry of Mirza Asadullah Khan Ghalib, situating his poetic discourse
within the political, cultural, and civilizational decline of nineteenth-century India,
particularly before and after the uprising of 1857. It argues that Ghalib’s poetry
transcends mere aesthetic expression and embodies a profound historical consciousness
shaped by colonial domination, political repression, and the disintegration of Muslim
socio-cultural identity. Due to the prevailing atmosphere of surveillance and censorship,
Ghalib could not articulate political dissent overtly. Instead, he employed a sophisticated
system of symbols, metaphors, ambiguity, and silence to encode protest and resistance.
Traditional ghazal imagery—such as the beloved, winehouse, wine, cupbearer, rival,
preacher, and moralist—is reinterpreted as a symbolic language of power, domination,
submission, and suppressed aspiration. The cruel beloved emerges as a metaphor for
colonial authority, silence signifies strategic resistance, deprivation and unfulfilled
desire reflect political exclusion and civilizational marginalization. The study further
contends that linguistic signs are not fixed in meaning; rather, they are historically
conditioned and capable of absorbing new semantic layers. Within this framework,
Ghalib's ghazals function as an alternative historical archive, recording the trauma of
conquest, exile, dispossession, and cultural annihilation experienced by the colonized
subject. His poetry thus becomes both an aesthetic achievement and a symbolic testimony
of resistance, where literature and history converge. By rereading classical ghazal
vocabulary through the lens of power relations and colonial experience, this research
opens new possibilities for understanding nineteenth- and early twentieth-century Urdu
ghazal as a site of veiled political consciousness and cultural resistance.

Keywords: Ghalib, Symbolic Resistance, Colonial Discourse, Nineteenth-Century India,
Urdu Ghazal, Historical Consciousness, Cultural Decline
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