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Abstract

The Seerah of Prophet Muhammad PBUH has long been examined by Western scholars, commonly
described as Orientalists. Their studies often reflect methodological assumptions shaped by
Western intellectual traditions, colonial contexts, and limited engagement with classical Islamic
sources. As a result, Orientalist writings have raised objections and interpretations concerning the
Prophet’s PBUH prophethood, personal life, marriages, military campaigns, and socio-political
role. This study offers a critical and analytical review of major Orientalist perspectives on the
Seerah, assessing their arguments in light of historical evidence and authentic Islamic sources. It
examines the intellectual foundations of these objections and identifies recurring patterns of
misinterpretation and contextual distortion. The article also presents responses of Muslim scholars
who have addressed these claims through rigorous scholarship grounded in Qur’an, Hadith, and
early Islamic historiography. By comparing Orientalist narratives with Islamic counter-
arguments, this research highlights the limitations of biased readings and emphasizes the need for
contextual and source-based analysis. The study contributes to a clearer understanding of how
Orientalist scholarship has shaped modern perceptions of the Prophet Muhammad, PBUH. It
underscores the importance of critical engagement in the study of Islamic history.

Keywords: Orientalism, Orientalist Criticism, Prophet Muhammad PBUH, Seerah Studies,
Critical Analysis, Muslim Scholarly Responses, Western Interpretations.

*»

o

G b 1 b o 0 (11 M KU it et Lon? s (P 450 Ku’?ég.,{/"u“‘d?/gmju;“ﬁ
I df T b LS p 3 o SHEE Qe g ieio g BB 0 e b S 215
3 TE AL b A3 S T Ugs F S e Ut a5 ot 291 1 L ol 91 or
Al - S I s F e Ui el LA 25 5 S o B0l
o »/’b(:«l.fai}’!ui-é/’c«lplvid‘l:«;& /“Lw,n‘.pwf? S8 S eei® (G rmr é‘ﬁ&’ el 241
230 e hlel @M,é/aﬁﬁ%“;(ﬁdmguﬁdww S slea

564199560, 2 o U o L5 sy I N 2ot 1 1
2 William Muir, Muhammad and Islam, New Delhi: Cosno Publications, 2010, pp. 17, 148-

2076


http://guman.com.pk/
https://portal.issn.org/resource/ISSN/2709-4022

» AL-AASAR Journal Vol. 2, No. 3 (2025)

a Quarterly Research Journal ~ Online ISSN: 3006-693X
/ www. al-aasar.com Print ISSN: 3006-6921

,‘Ld/,ﬁéwtg,auﬁéuwb/,f,"w?qf{,%’Kun‘fwmay;ziul,@ufu‘uﬁg S B
Luf/“‘”f«uﬁgf,"m_‘at/,ff{@w;ﬁZLtﬁuﬁ?ﬁ'&% u,vmfgcqwgfﬁ”ﬂﬁ*ww I
@g@u/&g‘m@i}?J.»,Lb';!wﬂ":ﬁq;.,muijm&5’2151f(gﬂtr£L$!4;gJut/,l;m’,gw}n
&4W4ul/,¢£@f4/k%/¢gﬁLu'ﬂ":ﬁq/,ff{uguﬂLgf/‘r"ﬂuﬁ&:";m_é
Jﬂf}%u@diawﬁul_%%'@mjju{lMKawﬁuﬁ%‘; ufjlg,/&;g/“:ﬂﬁﬂt,él;p*m
@?Kauljﬂul:ﬂt‘_‘ag)'@dfnguﬁ;:’lbJUJWA!QDUAU’QMJ'J;A,L(U/!KQ}G/’uf
f;/dugaunyniug/“”.ﬁcg@u/ﬁtﬁJc,/.}/,'é_;wut_9g,u:/1,;ﬂﬁwa(‘”b’,m
U ‘éu'f/?é“/“"w(f.;ﬁgqlgJq/‘”d/mugy;guﬂyujp;g)f93n5!,gg, SOE

RO A SRy A

}“ufe‘nbrg :JI /"‘“’ /

iy P01

LS K P sl Lo 332 L B AP i U QLTI TR LR o 7 5 oy 1 2
G L blor L Sor 32 Us Flon 7 48461 sl 3K e ISl FE iy Bt Sor o s
@M&/‘vi,uw»,u?ww é?bgéuf}la/ul:'@/t'd/ujw:rﬂﬂ'g (Orientalists) uf“/“"“-u?tf
S e el (S5 0l T

RIS

oo 1 e Set P S v P P S S P T R G 635
3 L ULl e L2 8 Lol o i 08 A e
LSS H P Ao st LS E L P e ST sl b S e AL
el e 2

3 Edward Said, Orientalism, Pantheon Books, 1978, pp. 12-14.
4 William Muir, The Life of Muhammad, 4th Edition, London: Smith, Elder & Co., 1888, pp. 100-105.
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® William Muir, The Life of Mahomet, London: Smith, Elder & Co., 1878, pp. 12-15.

"D. S. Margoliouth, Mohammed and the Rise of Islam, London: G. P. Putnam, 1905, pp. 37-42.
8 Montgomery Watt, Muhammad: Prophet and Statesman, Oxford University Press, 1961, p. 21.
® Edward Said, Orientalism, Pantheon Books, 1978, pp. 27-30.
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