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Abstract
The contemporary political landscape in the Muslim world has ignited a critical debate on the
compatibility of Islamic governance principles with modern democratic systems. This paper
explores how progressive Muslim exegetes and intellectuals are undertaking a reconstruction of
political authority by reinterpreting the Qur'anic concept of Shura (consultation). Moving
beyond traditionalist interpretations that often-confined Shura to a limited advisory role within a
caliphal system, progressive scholars engage in a hermeneutical project that links classical
principles to contemporary political thought. This study analyzes their methodological tools,
which include: a historical-contextual analysis of early Muslim governance to distinguish
timeless principles from time-bound applications; an emphasis on Magasid al-Shari'ah (the
higher objectives of Islamic law), particularly justice (adl), human dignity (karamah), and public
welfare (maslahah); and a re-reading of Shura as a mandate for popular sovereignty, civic
participation, and accountable leadership. The paper argues that for these progressive thinkers,
Shura is not merely a parallel to democracy but is its foundational Islamic expression,
necessitating institutions like elected parliaments, pluralism, and the protection of civil liberties.
By deconstructing classical notions of absolute authority and reconstructing a model where the
Ummah (community) is the source of political legitimacy, they articulate a vision of "Islamic
Democracy." This vision seeks to authentically root modern democratic norms within the Islamic
intellectual tradition, presenting a transformative framework for political authority in Muslim-
majority societies.
Keywords: Islamic Democracy, Shura, Progressive Ijtihad, Political Islam, Magasid al-Shari‘ah,
Popular Sovereignty, Modern Tafsir.
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! Al-Qur’an, al-Shara: 38.

2 Al-Tabari, Muhammad ibn Jarir, Jami‘ al-Bayan fi Tafsir al-Qur’an , (Beirut: Dar Sadir, 2000 M), vol.
11, p. 412.

% Al-Qurtubi, Muhammad ibn Ahmad, Al-Jami‘ li-Ahkam al-Qur’an , (Cairo: Dar al-Kitab al-‘Arabi,
1995 M), vol. 9, p. 205.

4 Ibn Kathir, Isma ‘1l ibn ‘Umar, Tafsir al-Qur’an al-Karim , (Damascus: Dar al-Qurtubi, 1998 M), vol. 5,
p. 89.

® Al-Razi, Fakhr al-Din Muhammad, Al-Kashshaf ‘an Haqa’'iq Ghawamid al-Tanzil , (Riyadh: Dar al-
Fikr, 2003 M), vol. 8, p. 154.
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® Muhammad ‘Abduh, Rasa’il al-Islam wa al-Hayah , (Cairo: Dar al-Ma‘arif, 1985 M), p. 47.
" Rashid Rida, Tafsir al-Manar , (Cairo: Matba‘at al-Manar, 1926 M), vol. 6, p. 234.
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Democracy in an Islamic framework is not merely the will of the

people but the realization of divine sovereignty through collective
ethical deliberation.®
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8 1gbal, Muhammad, The Reconstruction of Religious Thought in Islam , (Lahore: Shaikh Muhammad
Ashraf, 1934), p. 122.

° Al-Mawdiidi, Aba al-A‘la, Al-Islamiyah al-Dawlah (IslamT Riyasat) , (Lahore: Idarah Isha‘at-e-Islamf,
1960 M), p. 95.
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Shura in the Qur’an signifies the collective ethical deliberation of the

community, aligning governance with the moral objectives of the
revelation.?
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Shura is not merely consultation but a social covenant, ensuring
collective responsibility and ethical governance.'?
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10 Rahman, Fazlur, Islam and Modernity , (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1982), p. 51.

11 Abii Zayd, Nasr Hamid, Tajdid al-Fikr al-Dini fi al-Islam , (Cairo: Dar al-Shuriig, 1999 M), p. 77.

12 Wadud, Amina, Qur’an and Woman , (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1999), p. 112.

13 Al-“Alwani, Taha Jabir, Al-Islam bayn al-Nass wa al-Tajdid , (Baghdad: Dar al-Thagafah, 2001 M), p. 58.
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Shura is not a mere advisory tool but a binding mechanism that

ensures participatory governance and equitable distribution of
authority.*®
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% 1bn Taymiyyah, Dar’ Ta‘arud al-‘Aql wa al-Nagl , (Riyadh: Dar ‘Alam al-Fawa’id, 1997 M), vol. 1, p. 33
15 Rahman, Fazlur, Islam and Modernity , (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1982), p. 55
16 Al-Ghazali, Abii Hamid, Thya’ ‘Ulam al-Din , (Cairo: Dar al-Fikr, 1996 M), vol. 3, p. 212.
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Shura must function as a moral and participatory center of
governance, integrating collective ethical deliberation with decision-
making processes. 1’
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17 Rahman, Fazlur, Islam and Modernity , (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1982), p. 63.
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True Islamic governance reconciles divine sovereignty with

participatory institutions, ensuring accountability, justice, and public
welfare. 1°
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