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Abstract
The sciences of Hadith criticism rely heavily on the rigorous scrutiny of narrators
to verify the authenticity of Prophetic traditions. A central and contentious topic
within this field is the status of the Mastur al-Hal narrator. Defined by scholars
such as Ibn al-Salah and lbn Hajar al-Asqalani, a Mastir narrator is an
individual from whom two or more people have narrated, and whose outward
conduct appears righteous (‘Adalah Zahirah), yet whose inner character
(‘Adalah Batinah) and precision (Dabf) remain unverified by any recognized
authority. This analytical study explores the historical evolution of this term and
examines the divergent opinions of leading critics of Jark wa Ta ‘dil (impugnment
and validation), jurists, and methodologists regarding the acceptance of such
narrations.The research categorizes scholarly perspectives into three distinct
approaches. First, it analyzes the view of Imam Ahmad bin Hanbal, who often
used the term to denote a narrator who is pious but not widely famous. His
approach, along with that of the Hanafi school, leans towards acceptance. The
Hanafis argue based on the principle of Husn al-Zann (good opinion) and the
legal maxim that the default state of a Muslim is just, particularly regarding
narrators from the earliest generations. Conversely, the study details the strict
stance of Imam al-Shafi ‘i and the majority of Hadith scholars (Jumhiir). They
maintain that religious transmission requires positive validation of a narrator’s
inner integrity and memory, therefore, they reject Mastiar narrations as
independent evidence, viewing mere outward Islam as insufficient for
authentication.The study highlights the methodology of Imam Muslim and Abu
Hatim al-Razi as the most balanced and practical framework. Imam Muslim
categorized Mastir narrators in a secondary tier—neither rejecting them
outright like the strict faction nor accepting them unconditionally like the lenient
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faction. Instead, their reports are utilized for Mutaba‘at (corroboration) and
Shawahid (supporting evidence). The article concludes that this intermediate
approach is the most sound: while a report by a Mastir narrator is not
independent proof (Hujjah) on its own, it is not baseless. If corroborated by other
chains, it can be elevated to the status of Hasan lighayrihi (Good due to external
support), ensuring a methodological balance between caution and the
preservation of the Sunnah.
Keywords:
Mastir al-Hal, Jarh wa Ta‘dil, Hadith Criticism, Narrator Reliability, Hasan
lighayrihi
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