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Abstract
Mizan al-1'tidal fi Naqd al-Rijal by Imam Shams al-Din al-Dhahabi (d. 748 AH) and
Lisan al-Mizan by Hdfiz Ibn Hajar al- ‘Asqalant (d. 852 AH) stand as twin pillars in the
science of hadith transmitter criticism (‘ilm al-rijal). AlI-Dhahabi’s work is a masterfully
condensed and restructured rendition of Ibn ‘Adi’s al-Kamil fi Du‘afa’ al-Rijal,
systematically cataloging every narrator against whom any form of jarh
(disparagement)—whether severe or mild—was ever issued. Spanning five volumes and
over 3,000 pages, it alphabetically arranges fabricators (wadi‘in), abandoned
transmitters (matrikiin), unknown narrators (majhilin), and those weakened by
memory lapses or bias, while sharply distinguishing them from reliable authorities. The
text serves as an encyclopedic safeguard against fabricated hadith. Lisan al-Mizan
emerges as a direct extension and refinement of Mizan. Ibn Hajar incorporates post-
Dhahabi scholarship, corrects biographical and critical errors, adds contextual depth,
and often tempers excessive jarh with rehabilitative ta ‘dil, reflecting a more integrative
and moderate approach. A comparative analysis reveals al-Dhahabi’s preference for
concise, source-critical rigor versus Ibn Hajar’s expansive, reconciliatory
methodology—illustrating the natural evolution of rijal science across the 8th and 9th
centuries hijri. Both works exert profound jurisprudential influence by enabling precise
hadith authentication, shaping legal rulings across madhhabs, and forming the
methodological backbone for later classics like Tahdhib al-Tahdhib and al-Mughni ‘an
Haml al-Asfar. (250 words)
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