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Abstract

The concept of athar occupies a pivotal position within Islamic scholarship, especially
in the fields of Hadith, Usul al-Figh, and Qur’anic exegesis. Linguistically, the term
denotes traces, indications, or remnants left behind, while technically it refers to non-
Prophetic narrations attributed to the Companions (Sahabah) and Successors
(Tabi ‘in). When specifically linked to the Companions of the Prophet (peace be upon
him), it is termed Athar al-Sahdabah, comprising their statements, actions, legal
verdicts, and individual reasoning (ijtihdd). These dathar are foundational for
understanding how the first generation internalized, practiced, and transmitted the
teachings of the Qur’an and Sunnah. This study examines the lexical and terminological
nuances of athar through major Arabic lexicons and traces its usage in classical
Islamic literature. It further explores the legal authority of the dthar, demonstrating
that the majority of Sunni jurists—including Malik, Ahmad, the later view of al-Shafi i,
and most Hanafis—consider the statements of the Companions as binding or highly
persuasive, especially when uncontested or widely accepted among them. The paper
also highlights the indispensable role played by the dathar in figh, tafsir, and the
formulation of legal maxims. Finally, it surveys the principal classical sources
preserving these narrations, such as the Musannaf works of Ibn Abt Shaybah and ‘Abd
al-Razzaq, early tafsir collections, and biographical compilations, emphasizing that an
authentic understanding of Islam is incomplete without the epistemic guidance of the
Companions.

key words: Athar, Athar al-Sahabah, Lexical Meaning, Technical Definition, Authority
of Companion’s Statement, Juristic Reasoning, Tafsir Methodology
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